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1
METHOD FOR PROCESSING
BIOMATERIALS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This is a Division of application Ser. No. 13/689,821 filed
Nov. 30, 2012, which claims benefit of priority to U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 12/565,580, as filed on Sep. 23, 2009,
which claims the benefit of priority under 35 U.S.C. §119(e)
to the filing date of U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/099,
434, as filed on Sep. 23, 2008 (“the *434 provisional applica-
tion”), both of which are incorporated herein by reference in
their entireties.

Application Ser. No. 13/689,821 filed Nov. 30, 2012 also
claims the benefit of priority to co-pending U.S. patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 13/120,615, as filed on Mar. 23, 2011, which
is an application filed under 35 U.S.C. §371 for PCT Appli-
cation No. PCT/US2009/057603, which was filed on Sep. 20,
2009 and claims priority to the *434 provisional application,
each of which are incorporated herein by reference in their
entireties.

BACKGROUND

There is need for thermal preservation (sterilization) of
heterogeneous and multiphase foods and biomaterials in
order to achieve long shelf stability at ambient level tempera-
tures. Methods are needed to effectively heat flowing hetero-
geneous and multiphase foods and biomaterials.

SUMMARY

In one embodiment, a method includes providing an elec-
tromagnetic system. The electromagnetic system may com-
prise a first applicator comprising a entry end to receive
electromagnetic energy, a termination end, a waveguide, a
material entry port, and a material exit port; and a second
applicator comprising a beginning portion, an end portion, a
waveguide, a material entry port, and a material exit port. A
first termination member may be attached to the termination
end of the first applicator so that no electromagnetic energy
transfers from the first applicator to the second applicator.
Also, a second termination member may be attached to the
end portion of the second applicator so that electromagnetic
energy does not proceed past the second termination member.
At least one electromagnetic generator may be configured to
provide electromagnetic energy to the first and second appli-
cators. The method may further include continuously pump-
ing heterogeneous materials through the first and second
applicators so that the heterogeneous materials traveling
through and exiting the first applicator is then delivered
through the second applicator and so that the heterogeneous
materials absorb electromagnetic energy from the first appli-
cator and absorb electromagnetic energy from the second
applicator. The method also may include delivering electro-
magnetic energy from at least one electromagnetic generator
to the first and second applicators while the heterogeneous
materials are being pumped.

In another embodiment, a system includes a conduit con-
figured to carry heterogeneous materials that is pumped
therethrough; a first applicator comprising an end portion, a
waveguide, a material entry port, and a material exit port; a
second applicator comprising a beginning portion, a
waveguide, a material entry port, and a material exit port; and
an electromagnetic generator connected to the first and sec-
ond applicators so as to provide electromagnetic energy to
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2

both the first and second applicators. The beginning portion
of the second applicator is attached to the end portion of the
first applicator so that electromagnetic energy exiting the first
applicator end portion is received by the beginning portion of
the second applicator.

In another embodiment, a system includes a first applicator
comprising an end portion, a waveguide, a material entry port,
and a material exit port; an electromagnetic generator con-
nected to the first applicator so as to provide electromagnetic
energy to the first applicator; and a conduit comprising an
interior and configured to carry heterogeneous materials
comprising liquid and solid materials. The conduit is attached
to the first applicator so that the heterogeneous materials pass
through the material entry port and the material exit port. The
conduit interior comprises a top portion, a bottom portion and
acenter portion. The conduit is aligned along the longitudinal
length of'the first applicator so that a higher concentration of
the electromagnetic energy is applied to the bottom portion
relative to the center and top portions of the conduit’s interior
thereby causing materials in the bottom portion of the con-
duit’s interior to heat faster than materials in the center and
top portions of the conduit’s interior.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In order that the advantages of the invention will be readily
understood, a more particular description of the invention
briefly described above will be rendered by reference to spe-
cific embodiments that are illustrated in the appended draw-
ings. Understanding that these drawings depict only typical
embodiments of the invention and are not therefore to be
considered to be limiting of its scope, embodiments of the
invention will be described and explained with additional
specificity and detail through the use of the accompanying
drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates a block diagram of a method for process-
ing of heterogeneous materials according to one embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 2 illustrates a system for processing of heterogeneous
materials according to one embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 3 illustrates a system for processing of heterogeneous
materials according to another embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 4 illustrates a system for processing of heterogeneous
materials according to another embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 5A illustrates a solid particle flow distribution at one
stage according to one embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5B illustrates a solid particle flow distribution at
another stage according to some embodiments of the present
invention.

FIG. 6 illustrates a solid particle flow distribution at various
stages according to some embodiments of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 7A illustrates a solid particle flow distribution at
various stages according to some embodiments of the present
invention.

FIG. 7B illustrates a solid particle flow distribution at vari-
ous stages after FIG. 7A according to some embodiments of
the present invention.

FIG. 7C illustrates a solid particle flow distribution at vari-
ous stages after FIG. 7B according to some embodiments of
the present invention.

FIG. 7D illustrates a solid particle flow distribution at
various stages after FIG. 7C according to some embodiments
of the present invention.
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FIG. 8 illustrates a block diagram of a method for process-
ing of heterogeneous materials according to some embodi-
ments of the present invention.

FIG. 9 illustrates a cutaway view of static mixer design that
may be implemented into the thermal processing system
according to some embodiments of the present invention.

FIG. 10 illustrates a cutaway view of another static mixer
design that may be implemented into the thermal processing
system according to other embodiments of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 11 illustrates a system for processing of heteroge-
neous materials according to another embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 12 asystem for processing of heterogeneous materials
according to another embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 13 asystem for processing of heterogeneous materials
according to yet another embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 14 asystem for processing of heterogeneous materials
using termination members according to an embodiment of
the present invention

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Reference throughout this specification to “one embodi-
ment,” “an embodiment,” or similar language means that a
particular feature, structure, or characteristic described in
connection with the embodiment is included in at least one
embodiment of the present invention. Thus, appearances of
the phrases “in one embodiment,” “in an embodiment,” and
similar language throughout this specification may, but do not
necessarily, all refer to the same embodiment.

FIG. 1 illustrates a sequence of operations for thermal
preservation of heterogeneous and multiphase foods using
single or multi-stage exposure to electromagnetic energy
under continuous flow conditions. The process may begin
with ingredients and pre-treatments of the ingredients in mak-
ing food materials and other biomaterials. The biomaterials
may be heterogeneous materials, or materials which include
materials of varying densities. As illustrated a tank is pre-
heated. The materials are loaded to a microwave system in
order to heat or treat the materials loaded therein. Such heat-
ing may occur in several stages. These heating stages are
illustrated and elaborated below regarding FIGS. 2 through 6.

FIG. 2 is a schematic outline of one of the embodiments of
a heating stage of the process for thermal preservation of
flowable heterogenous materials (foods or biomaterials) by
exposure of the process material to electromagnetic energy
under continuous flow conditions. Process materials enter the
first applicator through process material entry port 1 with an
average temperature of TIAVG, maximum temperature
TIMAX, and a minimum temperature of TIMIN. Concur-
rently, electromagnetic energy is introduced into Applicator 1
through electromagnetic energy entry port 1. Process material
flows through a substantially horizontal conduit made of
material or combination of materials transparent to electro-
magnetic energy. The horizontal flow is relative to ground or
earth.

Typical materials for fabrication of these conduits are
ceramics (typically Alumina ceramic), glass (typically Boro-
silicate glass) and/or a variety of plastic polymers (Teflon,
polypropylene, polysulfone, polyetheretherketone (PEEK),
and polyetherimide (Ultem)

During the flow through the transparent conduit within the
first applicator the first increment of temperature increase of
the process material is realized. By the time process material
exits the first applicator its average temperature has increased
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to T2AVG, its minimum temperature to T2MIN and its maxi-
mum temperature to T2MAX. Concurrently, part of the elec-
tromagnetic energy which has entered Applicator 1 is
absorbed by the process material and converted to heat.
Energy field density of electromagnetic energy exiting the
first applicator (at electromagnetic energy exit port 1) and
entering the second applicator has been reduced by the
amount of energy absorbed by the process material. Follow-
ing exit from Applicator 1, process material is conveyed
through a segment of conduit placed outside of the of elec-
tromagnetic field exposure. This segment can be modified in
conduit profile, diameter, geometry or equipped with static or
active in-line mixing devices to improve the rate and extent of
temperature equalization. Optionally, this segment can also
be insulated or heated conventionally (tube in tube heat
exchanger). Following temperature equalization outside of
electromagnetic energy exposure region, process material
enters the second applicator with and average temperature of
T3AVG, maximum temperature of T3AMAX and minimum
temperature of T3MIN, wherein the difference (T3MAX-
T3MIN) is substantially lower than the difference (T2MAX-
T2MIN). Concurrently, electromagnetic energy exiting from
applicator 1 via electromagnetic energy exit port 1 is con-
veyed via a connecting waveguide into applicator 2 via elec-
tromagnetic energy entry port 2. Energy density/intensity
level entering applicator 2 is lower than energy level origi-
nally delivered from the generator into Applicator 1 through
energy entry port 1.

Process material is further heated during conveyance
through the second applicator—following material entry
through material entry port 2. Electromagnetic energy con-
tinues to be absorbed while the process material is exposed to
its field while traveling through the second conduit con-
structed from a single or combination of multiple electromag-
netic-energy transparent materials.

Optionally, transparent conduit placed within the second
applicator can have a different material structure and compo-
sition, design, cross-sectional profile or diameter. Exiting
from the second applicator, process material temperatures are
characterized by T4AVG, T4AMIN and T4MAX temperature
values wherein temperature differences T4AVG-T 3AVG,
TAMAX-T3MAX and TAMIN-T3MIN are preferably lower
than respective temperature differences T2AVG-T1AVG,
T2MAX-T1IMAX and T2MIN-T1MIN.

Electromagnetic energy exits the second applicator with
further reduced energy density level and is optionally con-
veyed into the next entry port of another applicator or termi-
nated with a water load. The second applicator may be termi-
nated by a termination member, which may be a water load, a
conductive plate that may set up a standing wave in the second
applicator, or some other termination means to not allow
electromagnetic energy that has not been absorbed by the
heterogeneous materials to exit the second applicator.

In one embodiment (as illustrated in FIG. 14), a material
processing system is shown. A generator 104 provides elec-
tromagnetic energy (e.g., microwave energy) to a first appli-
cator 102. Another generator 110 may provide electromag-
netic energy (e.g., microwave energy) to a second applicator
108 in one embodiment. A pump 112 may pump the hetero-
geneous materials through conduit 106, which enters the first
applicator 102 at a first end and exits the first applicator 102
at a second end (while being exposed to the electromagnetic
energy provided by generator 104). The heterogeneous mate-
rials then travel through conduit 106 to enter the second
applicator 108 at a first end and exit the second applicator 108
at a second end (while being exposed to the electromagnetic
energy provided by generator 110).
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The first applicator 102 may be terminated with a first
termination member 105, which may be a water load, a con-
ductive plate that may set up a standing wave in the first
applicator 102, or some other termination means to not allow
electromagnetic energy that has not been absorbed by the
heterogeneous materials to exit the first applicator 102 and
enter a second applicator 108. In addition, the second appli-
cator 108 may also be terminated with a termination member
(i.e., a second termination member 116), which may be a
water load, a conductive plate that may setup a standing wave
in the second applicator, or some other termination means to
not allow electromagnetic energy that has not been absorbed
by the heterogeneous materials in the second applicator to
exit the second applicator. Thus, in one embodiment, both the
first and second applicators 102, 108 may have termination
members 105, 116. For example, the first applicator 102 may
be terminated with a first water load that absorbs the electro-
magnetic energy not absorbed by the heterogeneous materials
that travels through the first applicator 102, and the second
applicator 108 may be terminated with a second water load
that absorbs the electromagnetic energy not absorbed by the
heterogeneous materials that travels through the second
applicator 108. In another example, the first applicator 102
may be terminated with a conductive plate covering the sec-
ond end of the first applicator 102 to create a standing wave in
the first applicator 102, and the second applicator 108 may be
terminated with a conductive plate covering the end of the
second applicator 108 to create a standing wave in the second
applicator 108.

The termination members 105, 116 may be different from
each other. For example, the first applicator 102 may be
terminated with a water load while the second applicator 108
may be terminated with a conductive plate. Regardless, in the
embodiments where the first and second applicators 102, 108
each have termination members 105, 116, and while electro-
magnetic energy is not allowed to travel from the first appli-
cator 102 to the second applicator 108 in these embodiments,
the same heterogeneous materials that is pumped from the
first applicator 102 (via pump 112) is then still pumped
through the second applicator 108. In this regard, electromag-
netic energy is supplied to both the first and second applica-
tors 102, 108 either separately by separate generators (as
illustrated) or by a single generator with a waveguide split
(not illustrated). The electromagnetic energy that enters the
first applicator 102 through conduit 106 is at least partially
absorbed by the heterogeneous materials, and, similarly,
when the heterogeneous materials enter the second applicator
108, electromagnetic energy supplied to the second applica-
tor 108 is then at least partially absorbed. This allows the
heterogeneous materials to make two passes through two
independent electromagnetic energy chambers (e.g., 102 and
108), according to an embodiment. Because the electromag-
netic energy is independent in such embodiment, this may
reduce hot spots causes by the electromagnetic energy
sources combining in one of the applicators. It should be
understood that the above-discussed embodiments are only
exemplary methods of processing the heterogeneous materi-
als and other configurations and methods are also possible as
discussed and illustrated herein.

It should be noted that the heterogeneous materials that exit
the second applicator 108 then continues to other processing
systems 114, such as constant heating systems, cooling sys-
tems, backpressure systems, packaging systems, or any other
system for processing or handling of the heterogeneous mate-
rials.

Temperature levels and temperature ranges in all segments
within the process material exiting the final applicator stage
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are sufficiently high to achieve a pre-determined level of
thermal preservation (pasteurization requiring subsequent
refrigeration or sterilization resulting in long-term shelf sta-
bility at ambient temperatures of storage and distribution) in
the least thermally treated segment of the material after being
subjected to a sufficient hold treatment.

Thehold treatment is typically implemented by flowing the
process material through a segment of non-heating cylindri-
cal profile conduit segment long enough to achieve the pre-
determined level of product preservation. Optionally, addi-
tional treatments and devices can be implemented between
the process material exit from the final applicator exit port and
entry into the hold segment—such as static or active agitating
devices in order to accelerate the equalization of temperatures
in the process material stream.

FIG. 3 illustrates the 3-stage of heating for thermal preser-
vation and/or sterilization of heterogeneous (particle contain-
ing) foods by heating under continuous flow exposure to
electromagnetic energy.

FIG. 4 illustrates the concept of heating for thermal pres-
ervation and/or sterilization of heterogeneous (particle con-
taining) foods by heating under continuous flow exposure to
electromagnetic energy.

Process material (particle-containing food or biomaterial)
is introduced into the electromagnetic energy exposure cham-
ber via material entry port 1 and conveyed under continuous
flow conditions through a microwave-transparent conduit C,
fabricated from a single or combination of materials from a
group of ceramics, glass and polymer materials with high
temperature-resistant, high pressure-resistant characteristics.

During the passage through the microwave-transparent
conduit C, heterogeneous/particulate material is exposed to
electromagnetic energy which is absorbed by product con-
stituents to varying levels. Electromagnetic energy is intro-
duced through port A, propagates through a metal-walled
series of waveguides and single or multiple exposure cham-
bers to terminate in a water load. The electromagnetic expo-
sure chamber in FIG. 4 can be considered to represent a single
ormultiple chambers required to achieve the desired tempera-
ture levels throughout the heterogeneous process material
components.

Electromagnetic energy absorption and subsequent con-
version to heat result in the increase of temperature of process
material. The electromagnetic energy exposure chamber D,
oraseries of similar exposure chambers are designed to allow
for sufficient time and level of exposure of process material to
enable the lowest heated element in the material to achieve the
condition of commercial sterility (shelf stability under ambi-
ent storage conditions) in the processed heterogeneous (par-
ticle-containing) food or biomaterial. Exposure within the
single or multiple chambers is used to achieve predetermined
temperature levels in the process material, sufficient to impart
commerecial sterility to process material. These temperatures
can range from approximately 70 C to approximately 105 C
for high acid foods and biomaterials (e.g. fruits and products
such as pickled vegetables, tomato dices and acidified salsa),
and from approximately 110 C to approximately 145 C for
low acid foods and biomaterials (chunky soups, stews, cheese
sauces with particles etc). Upon exit from the final electro-
magnetic exposure chamber, process material will be passed
through a tube segment sufficiently long to enable mainte-
nance of the process material at or above the predetermined
temperature level for a predetermined amount of time under
continuous flow conditions. This tube segment is referred to
herein as a hold tube. Typically, the lower the temperature at
the exit of the hold tube, the longer the hold tube will need to
be, since the sterilization treatment to achieve commercial
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sterility is a thermal process implementing a predetermined
temperature level treatment for a predetermined minimum
amount of time. This combination of time and temperature
treatment is required to thermally inactivate microorganisms
which could potentially endanger health of consumers and/or
spoilage of the product under typical conditions of storage
and distribution.

FIG. 5 is an illustration of microwave transparent tube with
heterogeneous product, i.e. carrier fluid and individual par-
ticulate components with different density ranges continu-
ously flowing through a substantially horizontal tube under
the regime of uniform heating of the carrier fluid.

Any heterogeneous biomaterial, and especially foods con-
taining particles (e.g., fluid with chucks), will contain solid
pieces with a range of density values. This is true even when
there is a single solid component within the product (e.g.
tomato dices in tomato juice or blueberries in blueberry juice)
and more so with multiple solid components present (e.g.
fruit salad in syrup or minestrone soup). At lower flow rates
(laminar flow conditions) particles that are at least 0.5%
denser than the carrier fluid will tend to flow along the bottom
segment of the tube (D), particles that are nearly identical in
density to the carrier fluid are called neutral or neutrally
buoyant (N) and tend to flow at locations throughout the tube
cross section—bottom, top and center. Particles which have
density at least 0.5% lower than the carrier fluid will tend to
flow along the top of the tube and are marked as buoyant (B).
As flow rates increase, flow conditions become more turbu-
lent and locations of flow for greater range of particle densi-
ties become more distributed—i.e. denser particles tend to be
lifted oft the bottom and carried in the fluid stream and buoy-
ant particles will also get mixed into other locations along the
flow lines. Horizontal upward flow regime therefore tends to
equalize residence time solid particles (single or multiple
types) spend within a specific tube segment. Under other flow
regimes (vertical upward or vertical downward) it would be
impossible to maintain this equalization over a range of den-
sities.

FIG. 5B is a depiction of a process while heating a product
containing dense, neutral and buoyant particle phases where
the carrier fluid is being heated under continuous flow con-
dition. A typical instance of'this type of heating would be tube
in tube heat exchangers or volumetric heating wherein the
carrier fluid has properties that allow it to be heated prefer-
entially (dielectric properties and thermo-physical properties
such as low heat capacity and high heat diffusivity). As the
product flows from entry port, through the tube and out of the
exit port (from right to left in FIG. 5 A), temperature of carrier
fluid increases which is accompanied by a decrease in its
density. Since the solid particles carried within the fluid do
not heat as rapidly, neither their temperature nor their density
changes significantly for some time. The gradual reduction of
density of the carrier fluid caused by heating without the
concurrent reduction of density of particles can lead to the
situation shown in the left-hand side of FIG. 5B, i.e. all
contained solid components (initially dense, neutral and
buoyant) can end up flowing along the bottom of the tube due
to having higher densities than the carrier fluid in some seg-
ments of process during heating.

FIG. 6—Stage 1 through Stage 3. Stage 1 depicted by FIG.
6 is the early stage ofheating—with buoyant particles flowing
along the top of the tube, neutral particles occupying random
locations along the cross section of the tube and dense par-
ticles flowing along the bottom. Stage 2 of FIG. 6—is the
second stage of heating where the temperature of the carrier
fluid has been raised enough and its density has been reduced
enough to cause settling out (flow along the bottom) of the
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initially neutral particles while the density of initially buoyant
particles still remains below the density of the carrier fluid
and therefore they continue to flow predominately along the
top segment of the tube.

Finally Stage 3 depicted by FIG. 6 is a stage where the
carrier fluid temperature has been raised high enough for its
density to fall below the density of the initially buoyant par-
ticles, causing this product component (B) to also fall out of
suspension and flow along the bottom of the tube. Within the
population of initially dense (D), initially neutral (N) and
initially buoyant (B) particles, the flow will become strati-
fied—dense particles (D) will flow slower (and have longer
residence times) than initially neutral particles (N) which will
in turn flow slower than the initially buoyant pa